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SUBJECT: GOV REPLIES TO COLOMBIAN PRESIDENT'S PROPOSAL ON GULF 
OF VENEZUELA 

REF CARACAS 7528; BOGOTA 6851 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. THE VENEZUELAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
LATE JULY 22 ISSUED A COMMUNIQUE WHICH LEAVES THE DOOR OPEN FOR 
FURTHER DISCUSSION RESPECTING COLOMBIAN PRESIDENT LOPEZ’S 
PROPOSAL FOR A COLOMBIAN - VENEZUELA CLAIMED BY BOTH 
COUNTRIES. AN INFORMAL TRANSLATION OF THE OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH OF 
THE VENEZUELAN COMMUNIQUE FOLLOWS. QUOTE THE VENEZUELAN GOVT 
BELIEVES THAT IN THE CONTEXT OF THE NEGOTIATIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN 
TAKING PLACE FOR SEVERAL YEARS WITH THE GOVT OF COLOMBIA 
OVER THE DELIMITATION OF OFFSHORE WATERS AND UNDERSEA AREAS. IT 
COULD BE INTERESTING TO CONSIDER THE CLOSING OF THE GULF OF 
VENEZUELA WITHIN AGREEMENTS MADE BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. 

IN ANY CASE, THE IMPORTANT INITIATIVE OF THE PRESIDENT OF COLOMBIA 
DOES NOT RELATE DIRECTLY TO THE DELIMITATION OF THE INTERIOR OF 
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CONTINUE. UNQUOTE. 

2. ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER JOHN RAPHAEL COMMENTED BRIEFLY ON 
THE COLOMBIAN PRESIDENT'S PROPOSAL FOLLOWING THE JULY 23 CABINET 
MEETING. HE STATED THAT VENEZUELA WOULD BE INTERESTED, FOLLOWING 
THE DELIMITATION OF OFFSHORE BOUNDARIES, IN STUDYING THE POSSIBILITY 
OF "CLOSING OFF" THE GULF TO ALL BUT VENEZUELA AND COLOMBIA. 
RAPHAEL EXPLAINED THAT BY "CLOSING OFF" HE MEANT THE EXERCISE OF 
EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION BY THE TWO COUNTRIES OVER THE GULF. END 
UNCLASSIFIED. 

3. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. COMMENT: THIS IS THE FIRST 
MENTION WE HAVE HEARD FROM THE GOV OF "CLOSING OFF" THE GULF OF 
VENEZUELA. ANY MOVE IN THAT DIRECTION WOULD HAVE OBVIOUS LOS 
IMPLICATIONS. THE FOREIGN MINISTRY'S REPLY TO PRESIDENT LOPEZ'S 
PROPOSAL CAUTIOUSLY ENCOURAGES THE CONDOMINIUM CONCEPT WHILE 
MAKING PLAIN THAT ANY AGREEMENT TO DELIMIT THE DISPUTED AREA 
MUST BE CONCLUDED SEPARATELY. 
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